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CONFIDENTIAL BONN 01538 

E.O. 11662: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR PGOV WB GE UR GW US UK FR 
SUBJECT: INCREASE IN REICHSBAHN TARIFFS FOR ALLIED 
MILITARY TRAINS TO BERLIN 

REFS: (A) USBER 269 DTG 261400Z JAN 77; 

(B) USBER 268 DTG 261404Z JAN 77; 

(C) BONN 1472 DTG 261015Z JAN 77 

BEGIN SUMMARY. THE BONN GROUP HAS REVIEWED ITS RECOM- 
MENDATIONS FOR RESPONDING TO THE REICHSBAHN TARIFF 
INCREASE IN THE LIGHT OF RECOMMENDATIONS FROM BERLIN 
MISSIONS. THE BONN GROUP CONTINUES TO BELIEVE THAT THE 
APPROACH TO THE SOVIETS SHOULD CONTAIN A PRECAUTIONARY 
WARNING AGAINST ANY INTERFERENCE WITH THE RUNNING OF 
THE ALLIED TRAINS TO BERLIN. END SUMMARY. 
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1 . AS REFLECTED IN REFTELS, BERLIN MISSIONS WERE 
DISCUSSING HOW TO RESPOND TO THE REICHSBAHN ANNOUNCEMENT 
OF A TARIFF INCREASE ON JANUARY 25 AT THE SAME TIME AS 

THE BONN GROUP. 

2. THE UK REP (HITCH) REOPENED THE QUESTION AT THE 
JANUARY 26 BONN GROUP MEETING IN THE LIGHT OF THE 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


REPORT HE HAD RECEIVED OF THE CONCLUSIONS REACHED IN 
BERLIN (THE SAME REPORT AS IN REF A). 

3. THE BONN GROUP AGREED THAT RECOMMENDATIONS A AND 
B IN PARA 5 OF REF (A) WERE CONSISTENT WITH THE LINE 

OF ACTION WHICH HAD ALSO BEEN AGREED IN BONN. SEVERAL 
REPS HAD RESERVATIONS ABOUT THE PROPOSED LINE OF 
ARGUMENTATION IN PARA 5.C. REF (A). IT WAS AGREED 
THAT NO DECISION SHOULD BE TAKEN AT THIS TIME AND 
THAT IF THE SOVIETS RETURN WITH A PROPOSAL THE 
ALLIED RESPONSE SHOULD BE DECIDED INTHE LIGHT OF THE 
SPECIFICS OF THE SOVIET APPROACH. 

4. THE PROPOSED APPROACH TO THE SOVIETS WAS DISCUSSED 
ONCE MORE WHEN REF (B) ARRIVED DURING THE COURSE OF THE 
BONN GROUP MEETING. DESPITE THE ARGUMENTATION 
CONTAINED IN PARA 1, REF (B), ALL BONN GROUP REPS 

WERE FIRMLY OF THE OPINION THAT THE PRE-FEBRUARY 1 
APPROACH TO THE SOVIETS SHOULD INCLUDE CLEAR MENTION 
OF THE FACT THAT THE ALLIES EXPECT THE SOVIETS TO SEE 
TO IT THAT ALLIED TRAINS CONTINUE TO MOVE UNHINDERED. 
SUCH A STATEMENT SEEMS ONLY PRUDENT IN THE LIGHT OF 
RECENT DEVELOPMENTS, EVEN THOUGH THERE IS NO EVIDENCE 
OF ANY INTENTION TO INTERFERE WITH THE ALLIED TRAINS 
AFTER FEBRUARY 1. 
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